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FORT POINT CHANNEL, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

DECEMBER 3, 1970.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. STAGGERS, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign

Commerce, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 17750]

The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was
referred the bill (H.R. 17750) to declare the tidewaters in the water-
way of the Fort Point Channel lying between the northeasterly side
of the Summer Street highway bridge and the easterly side of the
Dorchester Avenue highway bridge in the city of Boston nonnavigable
tidewaters, having considered the same, report favorably thereon
with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.
The amendments are as follows:
1. Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof

the following:
That the consent of Congress is hereby given to the city of Boston to construct,

maintain, and operate a causeway and a fixed-span bridge in and over the water

of the Fort Point Channel, Boston, Massachusetts, lying between the northeast-

erly side of the Summer Street highway bridge and the easterly side of the

Dorchester Avenue highway bridge.
SEC. 2. Work shall not be commenced on such bridge and causeway until the

location and plans therefor are submitted to and approved by the Secretary of

Transportation.
SEC. 3. Any project heretofore authorized by an Act of Congress, insofar as

such project relates to the above-described portions of Fort Point Channel, is

hereby abandoned.
SEC. 4. In approving the location and plans of any bridge, the Secretary of

Transportation may impose any specific conditions relating to the maintenance

and operation of the structure which may be deemed necessary in the interest of

public navigation.

2. Amend the title so as to read:
A bill to grant the consent of Congress to the city of Boston to construct,

maintain and operate a causeway and fixed-span bridge in Fort Point Channel,

Boston, Massachusetts.
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PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of this bill is to grant the consent of Congress to the city
of Boston to construct, maintain, and operate a causeway and fixed-
span bridge in Fort Point Channel, Boston, Mass.

NEED FOR LEGISLATION

The city of Boston proposes to construct a new fixed-span bridge
or causeway to replace the existing Summer Street highway bridge
which is a spring-type drawbridge in a deteriorated condition. Federal
improvement of Fort Point Channel for navigation was authorized
on August 5, 1886. This improvement extends a little less than 1 mile
from the entrance of the channel, and there is no longer any commer-
cial use for this section of the waterway. The present drawbridge
was last opened in 1961. The improvement is sought not only by the
city of Boston, but also, according to the proponents from Boston,
is needed by the U.S. Post Office Department.

HEARINGS

Hearings were held by the Subcommittee on Transportation and
Aeronautics on October 6 and October 9, 1970. Testimony was re-
ceived from Col. James B. Newman, Executive Director of Civil
Works Office of the Civil Engineers, Department of the Army.
Colonel Newman did not appear in opposition to the bill, but ob-
jected to the form of the legislation as introduced. His objections
were vitiated by amendments which were adopted by the subcom-
mittee and also the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.
Testimony in support of the legislation was received from Mr. RobertM. O'Brien on behalf of Speaker John W. McCormack and from
Joseph F. Casazza, commissioner of the public works department,
city of Boston, Mass. No one appeared and no statements were
received in opposition to the bill.

COST

The legislation does not require the expenditure of any funds from
the Federal Treasury.

AGENCY COMMENTS

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,
U.S. COAST GUARD,

Washington, D.C., October 12, 1970.

MEMORANDUM FOR HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

From: Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard.
Subject: Proposed Boston Summer Street Bridge application.
Re (a) Telephone conversation Mr. Ed Williamson and Cdr. Paul

Yost, October 9, 1970.
1. As requested by reference (a) the following information is fur-nished concerning the proposed application to build a fixed spanbridge over Fort Point Channel at Summer Street in Boston, Mass.
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Application for a permit should be submitted to Commander, First
Coast Guard District, Boston, Mass., as described in 33 Code of
Federal Regulations 115. The applicant will be requested to submit an
environmental statement. Upon receipt of the application an investi-
gation will be conducted covering both navigational and environmental
aspects of the span. Upon completion of the investigation an environ-
mental statement will be prepared and routed to all interested Federal
agencies for comment in accordance with the Environmental Policy
Act of 1969. The final decision on whether or not to grant the permit
will rest on the adequacy of the span for present and future navigation
and on its effect on the environment.

2. The below proposed consent of Congress regarding the Summer
Street bridge is satisfactory with the Coast Guard:
That the consent of Congress is hereby given to  
  to construct, maintain, and operate a causeway and a
fixed span bridge in and over the water of the Fort Point Channel,
Boston, Mass., lying between the northeasterly side of the Summer
Street highway bridge and the easterly side of the Dorchester Avenue
highway bridge.
Work shall not be commenced on such bridge and causeway until

the location and plans therefore are approved by the Secretary of
Transportation.
Any project heretofore authorized by an act of Congress insofar as

such project relates to the above described portions of Fort Point
Channel, is hereby abandoned.
In approving the location and plans of the birdge, the Secretary of

Transportation may impose any specific conditions relating to the
maintenance and operation of the structure which may be deemed
necessary in the interest of public navigation.

T. R. SARGENT,
Assistant Commandant.

OCTOBER 8, 1970.
Mr. WILLIAM J. DIXON,
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,
House of Representatives.
DEAR Mn. DIXON: In accordance with the request of Chairman

Friedel, I am inclosing a draft of legislation which incorporates the

comments we made on H.R. 17750 at hearings October 6. The draft
has been coordinated with the Coast Guard, and that Department

advises that it has no objection to submission of the legislation to the

committee. It notes, however, that it would apply the same procedures

to the granting of approval of the plans and location of structures

under the bill as it would to an application for such approval under

existing law (the General Bridge Act).
Sincerely,

J. B. NEWMAN,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers,

Executive Director of Civil Works.
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A BILL to grant the consent of Congress to the city of Boston to construct,maintain and operate a causeway and fixed-span bridge in Fort Point Channel,Boston, Mass.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress is
hereby given to the city of Boston to construct, maintain, and operatea causeway and a fixed-span bridge in and over the water of the FortPoint Channel, Boston, Mass., lying between the northeasterly side of
the Summer Street highway bridge and the easterly side of theDorchester Avenue highway bridge.
SEC. 2. Work shall not be commenced on such bridge and causeway

until the location and plans therefor are submitted to and approved bythe Secretary of Transportation.
SEC. 3. Any project heretofore authorized by an act of Congress,insofar as such project relates to the above-described portions of FortPoint Channel, is hereby abandoned.
SEC. 4. In approving the location and plans of any bridge, theSecretary of Transportation may impose any specific conditions relat-ing to the maintenance and operation of the structure which may bedeemed necessary in the interest of putlic navigation.
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